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VICTORIA, BC – Kelowna mayor Colin Basran and Victoria mayor Lisa Helps, co-chairs of the B.C. 
Urban Mayors’ Caucus released the following statement in response to the appointment of a new 
provincial cabinet:  
 
“On behalf of the B.C. Urban Mayors’ Caucus, we would like to offer our congratulations to the members 
of the new provincial cabinet. We look forward to renewing and building strong working relationships with 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries, and we will be reaching out in the coming weeks to set up 
meetings. 
 
“As Mayors of some of B.C.’s largest urban centres, we recently released a 2020 Blueprint for British 
Columbia’s Urban Future. We are happy to see many of the priorities identified in the Blueprint present in 
the new Cabinet’s mandate letters.  
 
“Specifically, Minister Eby is mandated to implement a provincial homelessness strategy and to support 
renters. Minister Malcolmson is mandated to accelerate B.C.’s response to the opioid crisis across the full 
continuum of care, to expand treatment beds and to develop complex care housing. Minister Fleming is 
mandated to improve transit options and support economic recovery through significant infrastructure 
investment.   
 
“At the front lines of COVID-19 response, and well placed to act quickly, cities will be key partners in the 
implementation of the new government’s plans and priorities. The B.C. Urban Mayors’ Caucus looks 
forward to working with Minister Robinson to develop a new financial relationship between local 
governments and the Province so that we are empowered and resourced to deliver in the face of shared 
challenges that lie ahead.” 
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About the BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus 
The BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus is an informal, non-partisan group of mayors from Abbotsford, Burnaby, 
Coquitlam, Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo, New Westminster, Prince George, Richmond, Saanich, 
Surrey, Vancouver and Victoria, representing over 55 percent of the province’s total population. The 
group came together in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and acts as a unified voice on critical issues 
facing their communities and the province. 

 
 


