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Affordable, reliable and accessible public transit is critical to the economic, social and
environmental future of our cities. The BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus (BCUMC), representing 13
municipalities and more than 55 per cent of British Columbians, joins the national call to the
Government of Canada to extend critical public transportation funding — specifically to TransLink,
BC Transit and BC Ferries in B.C. — beyond the Federal 2020 Safe Restart Agreement.

Public transit is one of four strategic pillars identified in the BCUMC's Blueprint for British
Columbia’s Urban Future.

“Strong transportation networks are pivotal to our communities’ health, resilience, and economic
recovery post-pandemic,” said Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps, BCUMC Co-Chair. “We know that
reliable public transit and transportation is a backbone to business and workforce revitalization,
education and training enabling students to get to class, provides connections to new housing
options and gives access for residents of all ages, abilities and backgrounds to community and
health services.”

With the pandemic ongoing, investing in transportation has never been more important for
economic recovery to ensure residents can get to work, school and appointments easily, reliably
and affordably. Investments in transportation supports the critical needs of today that the
pandemic has placed on transit systems and operations, but also so that momentum continues
on the future visions for sustainable public transportation to meet the needs of rapidly growing
communities.

Safeguarding and expanding transportation networks plays a vital role in our communities’ ability
to meet the aggressive climate change and adaptation targets set by the Federal and Provincial
governments for a greener, healthier Canada.

The BCUMC asks the Government of Canada to continue building on the success of its funding
partnership with the Government of British Columbia to ensure affordable public transportation
services continue to function as a catalyst for economic recovery, a key component for climate
action, and to advance equity, equality and inclusion that will promote the growth of the middle
class.


https://www.canada.ca/en/intergovernmental-affairs/services/safe-restart-agreement.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8yzo2tr8glrj6gi/BC%20Urban%20Mayors%27%20Caucus%202020%20Blueprint%20for%20British%20Columbia%27s%20Urban%20Future-2.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8yzo2tr8glrj6gi/BC%20Urban%20Mayors%27%20Caucus%202020%20Blueprint%20for%20British%20Columbia%27s%20Urban%20Future-2.pdf?dl=0

“For our cities to remain competitive in a post-pandemic economy we must keep building transit-
friendly communities and invest consistently in high quality transportation that reduces road
congestion and greenhouse gas emission, keeps our goods moving efficiently on limited road
space and offers an affordable transportation mode to all residents,” said Kelowna Mayor Colin
Basran, BCUMC Co-Chair.

The BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus Blueprint for British Columbia’s Urban Future, outlines four key
priorities for urban communities across the province:

Mental Health, Substance Use and Treatment
Affordable Housing

Public Transit

A New Fiscal Framework

i S .

The BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus (BCUMC) is a non-partisan group of mayors from Abbotsford,
Burnaby, Coquitlam, Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo, New Westminster, Prince George,
Richmond, Saanich, Surrey, Vancouver and Victoria who have come together as a unified voice
on critical issues facing urban British Columbia communities.

To learn more, visit www.bcurbanmayorscaucus.ca.
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To arrange for interviews with the BC Urban Mayors’ Caucus Co-Chair, Mayor Colin Basran
(Kelowna) please contact:

Mayor Colin Basran, City of Kelowna
BCUMC Co-Chair
+1-250-469-8663 (Communications media line)
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